
June 2010 has been a rainy one to say the least.  Those that work 
outdoors may feel like it has rained almost every day in Des Moines, 
and in fact that feeling isn’t too far from the truth.  From the first of the 
month through June 23rd, there have been 19 days in which the Des 
Moines airport has received measurable precipitation (0.01 inches or 
greater).  This means there have been only 4 dry days so far this month.  
The June record for number of days with measureable precipitation is 
20, which was set in 1882.  Unless Des Moines remains dry for the next 
week, we will at least tie or break this record.  All this rainfall adds up to 
9.83 inches, which ranks 6th place all time list for the month of June 
since records were kept in 1878. 
   

Rank Amount Year 

1) 15.79 1881 

2) 14.19 1947 

3) 13.45 2008 

4) 12.16 1882 

5) 9.91 1998 

6) 9.83 2010* 
   *  Through June 23rd   

 

The graph below shows how much rain has fallen each day in June. 
 

 
 



In Waterloo the scenario is similar, though less extreme.  There have 
been 15 days in the same time frame which the Waterloo airport has 
had measurable precipitation.  This ranks tied for 5th all time behind 19 
days in 1902 and 2000, and 16 days in 1942 and 1990.  The total 
monthly rainfall for Waterloo is 6.15 inches, which is the 25th wettest 
since records were kept in 1895. 
 

Rank Amount Year 

1) 12.43 1947 
2) 10.36 1998 

3) 10.11 1993 

4) 8.79 2008 

5) 8.63 1980 

25) 6.15 2010* 
   *  Through June 23rd   
 

The graph below shows how much rain has fallen each day in June. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


